PATENT 
3722-0159P 

IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: SHENG, Thomas et al . Conf . : 

Appl . No . : New Group : 

Filed: September 9, 2003 Examiner: 

For: AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 

LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents September 9, 2003 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 119 and 37 C . F . R . 
§ 1.55(a), the applicant (s) hereby claim(s) the right or 
priority based on the following application (s) : 

Country Application No. Filed 

TAIWAN, R.O.C. 092205849 April 14, 2003 



A certified copy of the above-noted application (s) is (are) 
attached hereto. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in 
this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fee required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH), STEWART^ KO^ASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
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%XMttm£ (MftZffi ■ AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER) 



An automatic sheet feeder includes a sheet 
input tray, first to third passageways, through 
which sheets may be sequentially passed, a 
she e t - f e ed i ng mechanism, and a sheet output tray. 
The first passageway communicates with the sheet 
input tray, the second passageway selectively 
communicates with the first passageway, and the 
third passageway selectively communicates with the 
first passageway. The shee t - f e ed i ng mechanism feeds 
a first sheet successively from the sheet input 
tray t o the first, seco n d , first , a n d third 
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(Mtt&m : AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER) 

passageways. The sheet output tray, in which the 
sheets are stored, communicates with the third 
passageway. The front side of the first sheet is 
toward opposite directions when it passes through 
the first passageway in the first and second times. 
When the first sheet is fed into the third 
passageway, a second sheet is fed into the first 
passageway. 
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